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Anti HAV Antibody in HBV Carriers

ABSTRACT

Background: With respect to the importance of hepatitis A in patients
with chronic liver disease, current study was conducted with the aim of
determining the prevalence of previous hepatitis A infection in hepatitis B
virus carriers with different stages of liver disease.

Materials and Methods: This was a cross sectional study. 283 HBsAg
positive subjects (including 118 inactive carriers, 144 patients with
chronic active hepatitis and 21 cirrhotic subjects) were selected from
Tehran Hepatitis Center within 3 months period in 2004. All subjects were
assessed for Anti HAV Ab, demographic data, risk factors of blood borne
disease, place of birth, place of living, history of jaundice, history of
hepatitis patients, ALT, AST, Platelet, Stage, Grade and Score.

Results: From all subjects, 224 patients (79.2%) were affected with
HAV. 89 inactive carriers (75.4%), 115 patients with chronic active
hepatitis (79.9%) and 20 cirrhotic patients (95.2%) were Anti HAV Ab
positive. 47 patients under 30 year (65.3%), 123 those between 30 and
49 years (80.4%) and 54 over 50 years old subjects (93.1%) were
positive for HAV infection (p=0.000).

Conclusions: Our results indicated that 80% of patients with hepatitis
B have previous infection with hepatitis A and 20% of them are
susceptible to it. The frequency of infection rises with increasing age.
Because of increased fatality of this infection in higher ages, vaccination
against hepatitis A in this population is recommended. Govaresh/ Vol. 9, No.
4, Winter 2004; 237-241

Keywords: Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Risk factors
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