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Abstract
‘Diagnostic Laparoscopy, Time for a New Look"
S.Massarat M.S.

With the advent of abdominal ultrasound and computed tomography clinicians turned away from
laparoscopy. However, for detection of focal lesions less than one centimeter in the liver and peritoneum,
false negative rates of ultrasonography and CT are relatively high. With the introduction of laparoscopic
surgery, this method gains again a wide acceptance and a renaissance. In all patients with undetermined
ascites, tuberculous peritonitis, the operability of intraabdominal lesions, the question of intraabdominal
metastases, chronic abdominal pain and recurrent fever, laparoscopy can be a valuable diagnostic
method. Explorative laparoscopy enables the staging of gastric, pancreatic, colonic and hepatic cancer
and can reduce the number of laparotmy by 20-40%. Compared with the blind liver puncture, the exact
diagnosis of cirrhosis becomes possible only by direct inspection of liver surface and guided biopsy
under laparoscopic view. This procedure must be performed in each large hospital as final step prior to
explorative laparotomy.
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