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Therapeutic and Diagnostic Procedures

Post- ERCP Complications

The Main Complications of ERCP
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!Gastrointestinal and Liver Disease Research Center (GILDRC), Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS), Tehran,
Iran

ABSTRACT

Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) is a specific technique used to study the
pancreatobiliary system that is performed in hepatogastroenterology centers. Recent, common uses
for therapeutic ERCP are largely due to advanced imaging techniques such as magnetic resonance
cholangiopancreatography and endosonography. In the United States alone, over 500,000 therapeutic ERCP
are performed annually. Due to its potential for complications, all practitioners should be well-educated
about the indications for ERCP, its contraindications, sedations, patient monitoring during and after ERCP,
and the necessary co-operation amongst medical personnel. As a diagnostic and therapeutic procedure, there
are potential complications directly related to the severity of the disease and complexity of the procedure. In
this paper, we present a review of primary ERCP complications.
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